186                Saint-Simon

turn from La Ferte, I found him ashamed of himself,
and I rendered him still more so by what I said to
him on the subject.

I learnt afterwards that this Madrid letter, and others
that followed, came from a sham Marquis de Ruffec,
that is to say, from the son of one of Madame's porters,
who passed himself off as my son. He pretended that
he had quarrelled with me, and wrote to Madame de
Saint-Simon, begging her to intercede for him; and
all this that his letters might be seen, and that he might
reap substantial benefits from his imposture in the
shape of money and consideration. He was a well-
made fellow, had much address and effrontery, knew
the Court very well, and had taken care to learn all
about our family, so as to speak within limits. He
was arrested at Bayonne, at the table of Dadoncourt,
who commanded there, and who suddenly formed the
resolution, suspecting him not to be a gentleman, upon
seeing him eat olives with a fork! When in gaol he
confessed who he was. He was not new at the trade
and was confined some little time.

